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4004 
. Very few people are aware of the 
fatally suffocating effect upon religious 
thought, the result of trying to restrict 
the history of humanity into the artificial 
limits of six thousand years. Perhaps 
there are no more who are aware how 
this artificial era was arrived at. 

It is placed at the top of our Bibles 
when they have a on ee. reference, 
and is taught in our Sunday schools 
and preached in our pulpits, and 
millions of devout Christians believe it 
to be a divinely revealed thing. Many 
a compassionate Christian is praying 
to-day for “ free thinking” relatives who 
have dared to think differently, and for 
whom they anticipate an eternal perdi- 
tion for having refused to accept the 
church teaching. 

For it is not the teaching of the Bible. 
Bible scholars have tortured the dates 
and events of the Jewish Record and 
evolved numerous chronological sys- 
tems, but there is no ground upon 
which to erect any certain standard, 
and no harmony among these conflict- 
ing authorities. Colonel Wilford, Arch- 
bishop Sepp of Munich, and Archbishop 
Ussher, are responsible, in various 
degrees, for the settlement of the date 
4004 B. C. The figures 4321 were 
found at the beginning of many ancient 
MSS. and after much speculation and 
many endeavours to make things fit, it 
was decided that these figures repre- 
sented lunar years, and that by changing 
them into 4004 solar years, the exact 
date of the birth of Christ, reckoning 
from the day of creation, would be 
attained. Archbishop Ussher pieced 
together the patriarchal and prophetic 
fragments to support this invention, and 
our pastors have been leading us for a 
long time to believe in its inspiration. 

he figures 4321 are the first four 


B. C. 


digits in reverse order, symbolized by 
the Pythagorean triangle of the ten jods, 
and make up in their sum the number 
of perfection, ten itself. Unity becomes 
dual; the duality is manifested in the 
trinity ; and the triangle is embodied in 
the square. Mystical numbers of crea- 
tion, truly, but having little connection 
with ordinary historical chronology. 

Imprisoned in these narrow limits the 
thought of our times has been contracted 
to the ungodly proportions of current 
theology. With a restricted perdition 
of souls it appeared excusable to accept 
the comparatively recent dogma of 
eternal damnation for sinners, and to 
contemplate the edifying spectacle of 
the Divine Being compelled to create 
souls at the lustful caprice of fallen 
men. To think of these processes as 
having continued for hundreds of thous- 
ands of years in the past, with the con- 
sequent perdition of the illimitable mil- 
lions of people who thus never heard of 
the “scheme of salvation,” is more than 
even the orthodox mind can accept. 
Hence the orthodox disinclination to 
accept the truth of history, and, indeed, 
of the Bible itself. Many church people 
prefer to abide by the inventions of the 
scholars of the dark and the medieval 
ages, to the honest pursuit of truth 
itself. They doubt God, and imagine 
that He might be false to them. 

The day is at hand when every pulpit 
must accept the historic records of the 
past. Nipur, the ancient city of Assyria, 
with its tablets giving up the story of 
ten thousand years ago; Eridu, the 
wonderful Chaldean seat at the head of 
the Persian Gulf in the height of its 
glory six thousand years ago; King 

argon, 3800 B.C., with his marvellous 
library recording the history of his times 
and the story of human- knowledge and 
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spairing hands have swept past us in 
the night. The undertow of the Past 
was too strong for them. They have 
loosed their hold upon their comrades, 
and the long, living line has closed up 
again, has pressed forward, not without 
a tear for those who fell. But the great 
line is standing, is advancing, and the 
cause of its well being and its power is 
that ‘pull all together ” which equalizes 
the strain. Because we are in brotherly 
unity—for this reason is it well with us. 
Our accord is our safety. 

And yet it is a time of trial, interior 
and unremitting. Nowshouldit not be 
so when the welfare of a Race is at 
stake? For the dying throes of the 
elder cycle have power to impair the 
vibrations of the new one and It is pre- 
cisely for this reason that our unwaver- 
ing hearts, our steadfast minds and 
rooted ideals create an atmosphere of 
strength about us filling the decadent 
hours of the old cycle with a calm and 
a harmony in which, as in the lap of a 
mother, the young cycle may gather its 
forces together: their dispersion will 
not he witnessed, their flight will he 
strong in this calm atmosphere which 
we provide. 

Still is the strain felt by us. We 
whisper it not to one another. Each 
endures, and is silent, working on ; or 
here and there a song of cheer arises as 
men sing at the hardest labour, to make 
that labour lighter by their lightsome 
ness of heart. That is the brave spirit. 
That is the true spirit. Yet, because 
the trial is everywhere so unremitting, 
in one or another way—sometimes in 
all ways—it is good to remind one 
another that we knew this provision of 
Nature, that we entered the trial year 
unafraid. 

For did we not know too that more 
destinies than our own hung upon it? 
That heroes not yet incarnate hung 
above it, waiting, hoping, longing to 
descend? Did we not know that armed 
and turbulent nations paused, unawares, 
upon the brink of war, awaiting an 
issue foreseen by us, but to them un- 
known? And the little children the 
world over, tender-eyed and wistful, 
did not their future await decision 
while they played unconsciously 


through all the trial? Yes; we knew 
it all. Knew it to'be big with Destiny. 
Knew that we ourselves had, ages ago, 
with others, provided the trial, and 
could even now provide the triumph. 

For all these possibilities we must 
supply the required conditions. Great 
events are in the air. Under existin 
conditions they cannot take shape an 
life here below. When we shall have 
transformed the present conditions, so 
that the necessary base shall be sup- 
plied, then shall these waiting poten- 
tialities become actual in the daily life 
of the world. There must exist—as a 
base on this material plane—an oppor- 
tunity for the right development, the 
orderly unfolding of character under 
wise encouragement and with the stimu- 
lus of right contemporaneous thought, 
in order that the progress of the soul 
here in matter may be helped. This 
opportunity will be given through the 
children of every nation when in each 
nation right conditions of education are 
supplied Theosophy alone can do this. 
That is to say, theosophists must do it, 
affording everywhere a base. As they 
pass through the trial year they not only 
give this base; they also find their 
own base; each one his own. Re-birth 
of heroes, posne of nations, help for the 
children, these shall follow on the Cru- 
sade work as that awakens the ancient 
fires of nations ; and what are all these 
but a universal nearness to The Self ? 

For that triumph each soul of us, 
Comrades, has stood and stands ready 
to suffer the awful strain. To us it 
seems assured—that hour of victory. 
Tous. But how about your country, 
mine, all the nations? Which eles 
Do any stand? How fares it with the 
Race, too? Ah, we know not these 
things. And, not knowing, shall we 
not redouble the effort, both of work 
and for unity ; shall we not clasp hands 
closer as we breast the foaming world 
stream? Our harmony of aim secures 
more than now we dream of. Our 
fraternal love, self-impelled, has reached 
forward until more centuries than we 
count are in its charmed hold. 

But even were we not secure of this— 
and in hours of gloom who is secure ?— 
then were it still wise to press forward 
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where solitary retreat is impossible save 
as self-destruction while the living line 
stands and will not turn back. 


“ Since then, to look behind is all in vain, 
And all in vain to look to left or right; 
Why face we not the future once again, P 
Turning stout hearts towards the shadowy main 
And strong to bear ourselves in patient pain?” 


Ye suffering hearts, each one is seen 
and loved! Ye brave minds, each one 
is upheld! Ye deathless souls, each 
one nears the hour of self-conscious- 
ness and power. Though the trial year 
be heavy, yet its gifts are many, are 
wonderful, its last hours are full of 
healing for the nations, if so be ye stand. 
Therefore stand ; stand singing. Sing- 
ing for joy that we have met and known 
this hour, whose trials spell Redemp- 
tion, Freedom, ag 

J. W. L. KEIGHTLEY. 
3 


TRUST. 


I am Thy grass, O Lord ! 
I grow up sweet and tall 

But for a day; beneath Thy sword 
To lie at evenfall. 


Yet have I not enough 
In that brief day of mine? 

‘The wind, the bees, the wholesome stuff 
The sun pours out like wine. 


Behold! this is my crown; 
Love will not let me be ; 

Love bolds me here; Love cuts me down 
And it is well with me. 


Lord, Love, keep it but so; 
Thy purpose is full plain ; 
I die that after I may grow 
As tall and sweet again. 
Lizette Woodworth Reese. 


ad 
EVOLUTION AND REINCARNATION, 
l (Concluded from page 69.) 


But grant that the consciousnesses 
of the several changes, occurring within 
a given organism, could, somehow, by 
some unthinkable means, synthesize 
themselves, thus co-ordinating the 
experiences of its existence from birth 
to death, what becomes of this co- 
ordination when the organism is dis- 
integrated? Suppose that the con- 
sciousnesses produced by the changes 
which had occurred during the lifetime 
of a crystal had succeeded in getting 
themselves well co-ordinated, how 
couid this co-ordination of experiences 
be added to the sum of evolution at 


the death of the crystal? By no 
conceivable means.. As the crystal 
disintegrated all record and recollection 
of its experiences would be blotted out, 
and the molecules which composed it 
would be left at the same stage of 
evolution which they had reached when 
they first became part of the crystal. 
They might enter other crystals at the 
same stage of development as the one 
which they had left, and again be dis- 
integrated. Similar cycles of integration 
and disintegration might be repeated 
for an eternity but the mind can con- 
ceive of no development of conscious- 
ness, no evolution. But it is admitted 
on all hands that evolution is a fact ; 
and, perhaps every one will agree with 
Spencer’s recognition of the fact that it 
is the consciousness which evolves. If 
these two facts are conceded, then it 
follows that consciousness cannot be 
the result but the cause of any phe- 
nomena represented by the term change. 
For it has been shown (1) that results 
of changes could not consolidate them- 
selves, without which there could be no 
co-ordination of experiences, hence no 
evolution ; and (2) were it granted that 
the changes occurring from birth to 
death in a given organism could get 
themselves co-ordinated, then we are 
met with the further impossibility of 
conceiving how this co-ordination of 
experiences could be added to the sum 
of evolution at the death of the organ- 
ism, for that co-ordination having begun 
with the integration of the organism it 
must end with the disintegration of the 
organism. The first difficulty cannot 
be met without supplying a medium 
capable of cognizing and co-ordinating 
the changes occurring in the organism. 
The existence of consciousness, or soul, 
apart from change, is an intellectual 
necessity to account for the phenomena 
of evolution, quite as much as the 
existence of ether is an_ intellectual 
necessity to account for light and other 
phenomena. If the existence of con- 
sciousness, or soul, be granted the 
second difficulty also will be overcome. 
For if its existence is once conceded, 
neither its beginning nor its ending can 
be conceived. It must have existed 
before the integration of the organism 
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and it must persist after the organism 
has disintegrated. It must in fact be 
the essence of the organism, the 
power which produced it. How the 
experiences of any organism can be 
added to the sum of evolution is then 
easily conceivable. When the con- 
sciousness has gained all the experience 
it can get in one organism it leaves it 
and builds for itself a new form. 

The experience which it gathers 
through the building, operating, and 
life-time environment of one form makes 
it wiser and abler to build a higher 
organism. ‘Thus the gradual perfection 
of type goes on; slowly, imperceptibly ; 
but still there is progress. As Plato 
puts it, “The soul weaves ever her 
garments anew.” Without this -idea of 
reincarnation evolution is positively 
unthinkable. Everyone who has look- 
ed within himself knows that his con- 
sciousness is not any one of the 
experiences of his life nor the sum of 
all of them but is something indepen- 
dent of and apart from all experience. 
It is his very being which has neither 
beginning nor ending, but 1s. 

To follow the progress of the con- 
sciousness, step by step, from mineral 
to man, there must be a continuous and 
unbroken chain. If there is anywhere 
a single break, the two ends could not 
be united by any process that can be 
represented in thought. 

If the development and persistence 
of the consciousness is once admitted 
then the degrees of development must 
extend almost to infinity in both direc- 
tions. Though the mind can trace it 
back till the degrees of consciousness 
become almost infinitely small, yet it 
cannot trace it back till it becomes no 
consciousness at all. Between the 
smallest conceivable degree of con- 
sciousness and no consciousness at all 
there is an infinite gulf. On the other 
hand there must degrees of con- 
sciousness above the human which 
have almost reached the absolute, for 
they must have been progressing 
throughout the eternities of duration. 
That there are States of consciousness 
far beyond the normal human there can 
hardly be any doubt. Here we have 
a priori proof of their existence ; and in 
such books as ‘‘ the Secret Doctrine,” 


“The Growth of the Soul,” etc., we 
actually hear from them. Those who 
have advanced but one stage beyond 
normal mankind know from actual 
observation that reincarnation is a fact. 
Man has reached that stage of evolu- 
tion where he can and must take hold 
of his own development if he is to pro- 
gress at all. Up to a certain point he 
can advance himself as fast or slow as 
he wills. This power of self-developr 
ment is reached when he becomes self 
conscious, that is, when he can tuna 
his reason. upon his inner consciousness 
and cogitate upon the purposes of his 
own being—a process which Spencer 
has proved to be a logical impossibility: 
He says: First Principles, § 20, “ The 
mental act in which self is known, 
implies, like every other mental act, a 
ene subject and a perceived 
object. If then the object perceived is 
self, what is the subject that perceives ? 
Or, if it is the true self which thinks, 
what other self can it be that is thought 
of? Clearly, a true cognition of self 
ups a state in which the knowing 
and known are one—in which subject 
and object are identified ; and this Mr. 
Mansel rightly holds to be the annihila- 
tion of both.” This indirectly proves 
the occult position which declares that 
man is not only one centre of con- 
sciousness, but several. 

In‘the mineral kingdom, when the 
crystal dies, its consciousness persists in 
an astral form-body which again seeks 
to express itself physically. The Astral 
form is the prototype ofthe crystal and 
it draws into itself the physical molecules, 
which, as it were, make the form- 
body objective. But each of these 
molecules is built upon a principle 
similar to the crystal itself. ch. of 
these has a consciousness and astral 
form of its own. These are co-ordi- 
nated or synthesized by the higher 
consciousness of the crystal, and thus 
co-ordinated they form the life of. the 
crystal. This applies to all living forms 
whatsoever, from atoms to planets. 
When the higher consciousness of the 
organism ceases to co-ordinate the 
centres of consciousness in the molecules. 
it is said to be dead. 

Centres of consciousness are never 
absolutely separated. There are merely 
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eater and lesser degrees of affinity. 
The universe in the ultimate is one. 
There is differentiation but not separa- 
tion. To illustrate crudely. Each centre 
of consciousness is united to every 
other centre of consciousness by threads 
that stretch infinitely and pass through 
each other. 

When a higher centre of conscious- 
ness comes into physical manifestation 
it draws in the threads of lower centres 
of consciousness and forms itself as 
already described. When disintegration 
takes place the threads are let loose. 
This is what is meant in the openin 
quotation where it is said: “ The spar 
hangs from the flame by the finest 
thread of Fohat.” Fohat is force or 
cosmic will. 

States of consciousness may be differ- 
entiated as follows: The crystal may be 
said to live, though some of the higher 
ones may be said to live and vegetate. 
Plants live and vegetate or function, 
and some higher ones may be said to 
feel. Animals live, vegetate, feel, cog- 
nize, and some of the higher ones may 
be said to cogitate. ankind live, 
function, feel, cognize, cogitate, and 
reflect upon the purposes of their own 
existence. This last may be called the 
intellectual or ratiocinative faculty, the 
mind ; which is divided into the higher 
and lower. There are two states of 
consciousness beyond these—the Soul 
and Spirit: the intuitional and divine 
consciousness ; but these are latent in 
normal humanity. This explains how 
it is possible for one to analyze his own 
consciousness. Although a centre of 
consciousness cannot perceive itself, 
the mind and higher states of con- 
sciousness can perceive all below them- 
selves. 

There are seven states of matter 
which may be named the solid, liquid, 
gaseous, radiant, etheric, atomic and 
akasic. Each state of consciousness 
seems to have some sort of relation to a 
particular condition of matter. Thus 
the mineral consciousness is related to 
the solid, the vegetable to the liquid, 
the animal to the gaseous, the intellec- 
tual to the radiant, the higher mind to 
the etheric, the mental-psychic to the 
atomic and the psychic to the akasic. 

The radiant state of matter is cogniz- 


able by normal humanity. Men who 
have developed the higher mental con- 
sciousness are called clairvoyant and 
can perceive the forms of life pertain- 
ing to the etheric state. of matter. 
They are called elementals and mineral 
noumena or disembodied crystals and 
other noumena ascending or descend- 
ing to higher or lower planes. Higher 
states of consciousness can cognize 
higher states of matter, and can see the 
states of consciousness existing in them. 
There the process of reincarnation can 
be directly observed. It is said that 
higher states of consciousness can be 
attained simply by a concentrated 
determination to get there. The uni- 
versal human desire for positive self- 
consciousness in higher states of matter 
after death is the very force which 
makes that self-conscious existence 
after death possible. This is perfectly 
reasonable. Every one knows that 
desire is a force, and every one knows 
that there are higher states of matter, 
Now that desire-force—no matter how 
small it may be—if it acts constantly 
for a certain purpose, that i 
unless it is infinite—must ultimately be 
accomplished. 

Each desire for self-consciousness on 
higher planes is a step towards that end 
and if the desire is continued, self-con- 
sciousness on higher planes must, in a 
longer or shorter time, be attained. 
But those who have already acquired 
the power to pass at will from plane to 

lane advise all who desire to reach 

igher planes to make themselves in- 
tellectually acquainted with the possi- 
bilities and laws of those planes before 
attempting to reach them. ‘There are, 
they tell us, many dangers to be en- 
countered. The power for good or evil 
being immensely greater, one entering 
upon higher planes, ignorant of their 
laws, is almost sure to bring immense 
trouble upon his own head. The surest 
properen is to live according to the 

ighest principles of ethics, and to 
cultivate an earnest endeavour to get at 
the truth of all things, and to get rid of 
all fear. To reach these higher states 
of consciousness is what Christ meant 
by his doctrine of regeneration, or being 
born again. 

Wm. Scorr. 
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INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSONS. 


January 24. Acts iii: 1-16. 


The author of ‘‘Supernatural Re- 
ligion,” after a searching examination 
of the Book of the Acts, concludes: 
“The Acts of the Apostles, therefore, 
is not only an anonymous work, but 
upon due examination its claims to be 
considered sober and veracious history 
must be emphatically rejected. It can- 
not strengthen the foundations of Su- 
pernatural Religion, but, on the con- 
trary, by its profuse and indiscriminate 
use of the miraculous it discredits 
miracles, and affords a clearer insight 
into their origin and fictitious character.” 
So far as the mere narrative is con- 
cerned it would be difficult to add 
anything further and avoid platitude. 
There is nothing extraordinary in the 
healing of a physically lame man to 
those who are familiar with the inter- 
effectiveness of natural elemental forces. 
A dwarfed or blighted plant may be 
made to flourish by a change of soil, 
temperature, or other conditions, but 
there is nothing supernatural about the 
process. Something akin to the rela- 
tion between the plant-lover and the 
plant should exist between the healer 
and his patient: knowledge of causes 
and conditions, independence of re- 
source, familiarity with means and 
methods of cure, absence of personal 
interest. “Silver and gold have I none, 
but what I have give I thee.” Nor did 
the lame man make any return to his 
benefactors other than gratitude. More 
substantial returns are sought at present. 
The compiler of the Acts takes the 
narrative, which is similar to if not a 
copy of one of the class of anecdotes 
to be found in all religious folk-lore, 
and hangs a little rhetoric upon it in 
the report of Peter’s speech. This 
speech, in more elaborate form, is 
afterwards delivered by Stephen and 
by Paul, and it is noted by the author 
of “Supernatural Religion” that the 
fisherman Peter, who spoke Aramaic, 
tte the Psalms from the Greek 

eptuagint version, “and bases his 
argument upon a mistranslation of the 
psalm.” Dr. Plumptre, who is a suf- 
ficiently orthodox authority, somewhat 


artlessly remarks: ‘‘The absence of 
chronological data in the Acts, as a 
book written by one who in the Gospel 
appears to lay such stress on such 
matters (Luke iii: 1; vi: 2), is some- 
what remarkable. The most natural 
explanation is that he found the infor- 
mants who supplied him with his facts 
somewhat uncertain on these points, 
and that, as a truthful historian, he 
would not invent dates.” But we must 
not limit our scruples to dates! May 
we not see in the lame man that impo- 
tent humanity whose healing it was the 
mission of the Master to accomplish ? 
As halt and maimed humanity lies at 
the a Beautiful of the Temple of the 
Higher Life who but John and Peter, 
the Intuition and the Understanding, 
can work the wonder? Atma, the 
Christos, working through Buddhi- 
Manas is only to be reached by faith 
in and knowledge of the Name. 


January 31. Acts iv: 1-14. 


The most important point in this 
passage is that involved in the statement 
that it was the Name of Jesus Christ, 
than which there is none other name 
under heaven wherein we must be 
saved, by which the lame man was 
healed. Church people generally under- 
stand Jesus Christ to be the name 
referred to. To begin with, Jesus 
Christ is not a name, but a title. As 
we have seen, Emmanuel is his name, 
and that is somewhat nearer the truth. 
The true name is the Lost Word of 
Masonic and other mysteries. It is 
the “ Name of the Lord,” and is spoken 
of in Isaiah xiv: 21-25, in terms iden- 
tical with the present. It is, as “Æ?” 
sings : 

“The word which Brahma at his dawn 

Outbreathes and endeth at his night, 


Whose tide of sound so rolling on 
Gives birth to orbs of pearly light ; 


“ And beauty, wisdom, love and youth, 
By its enchantment gathered grow 
In agelong wandering to the Truth, 
Through many a cycle’s ebb and flow.” 


February 7. Acts iv : 32—v: 11. 


There are strong grounds for believ- 
ing in the reincarnation of Ananias and 
Sapphira, and it is equally a matter for 
congratulation that there are not more 
Peters, whose impetuous character often 


THE LAMP. 87 


rar des a bloodthirsty tendency, as 
Malchus might testify, or many of us 
would be cut off in the flower of our 
fabrications. Peter, if the narrative be 
true, proved himself an unworthy cus- 
todian of the occult powers he had 
been entrusted with, for it could only 
be through the agency of Peter that the 
death of the unfortunate couple could 
have been brought about. To suppose 
that the ETERNAL directly visited with 
death a petty deception about a real 
estate deal is more than even the aver- 
age Toronto Christian believes in his 
heart. That death may have occurred 
in both cases as described is perfectly 
credible, but to seek to establish a 
relation between the falsehood and the 
fatality is not only misleading but 
immoral. If death occurred it was for 
deeds worthy of death wrought in that 
or previous lives. Lying will be visited 
on the plane of the deception in ever 
case. “He that doeth wrong shall 
receive again the wrong that he hath 
done; and there is no respect of per- 
sons” (Colossians iii: 25). If Peter 
wrought the death of Ananias and 
Sapphira he thereby incurred the death 
penalty which he is said to have en- 
dured. ‘‘Vengeance is mine: I will 
repay, saith the Lord.” 


February 14. Acts v : 17-32. 

The anecdote in this passage owes its 
picturesque Sunday school quality to the 
general impression that the ‘‘ Angel of 
the Lord ” of verse 19 was one of the 
white- winged denizens of another sphere 
who came to earth for the purpose 
described. An “angel” simply means 
a ‘‘messenger,” and there is nothing in 
the context to indicate any more extra- 
ordinary intervention than the usual 
Eastern methods of jail-delivery. It 
is observable that Peter’s example of 
breaking jail is not commended to the 
prisoners of the present day, even when 
they account themselves as innocent as 
Peter. 

February 21. Acts vi : 8-15—vii : 54-60. 

Stephen is one of the most romantic 
characters in the whole Christian history. 
Yet Paul, who apparently must have 
heard his last dying speech, never once 
refers to him in his preserved writings, 


and by implication in Galatians i : 11-12, 
even seems to deny having heard him. 
Stephen means “crown,” and he was 
the leader among seven who were 
chosen to represent the church or 
society in their business. His career 
sums up and parallels the career of the 
Master in his work, his teaching, his 
martyrdom, and even his last words 
“ Lay not this sin to their charge.” His 
transfiguration, verse 15, is also signifi- 
cant. That Saul was consenting to the 
death of Stephen, the ‘‘ crown,” if it be 
interpreted as the mystic death, may 
also be suggestive, but the mysticism of 
the Acts certainly appears to be some- 
what far-fetched. 


February 28. Acts viii : 1-17. 

The appearance of Simon Magus in 
the story of the Acts is an interesting 
testimony to the existence of the science 
of magic in Apcstolic times. The 
English translation says Simon “ used 
Sorcery.” The Greek says he “was 
practising magic.” The word Magos is 
rendered “ wise men” in Matthew ii : 1. 
The version of the Acts is naturally a 
garbled account of Simon’s life, which 
must be investigated in independent 
and unprejudiced records to be appre- 
ciated. A perusal of the surviving 
fragments of his philosophy will indicate 
the exceeding improbability of the story 
of verses 18-23, though the spirit ex- 
hibited in verse 24 can hardly be 
objected to. As the chapter stands it 
affords a valuable contrast of the differ- 
ent estimation in which the Raj and 
Hatha Yoga systems were even then 
regarded. a 


THE closer the approach to one’s 
Prototype ‘*in Heaven,” the better for 
the mortal whose personality was chosen 
by his own personal deity (the seventh 
principle), as its terrestrial abode. For, 
with every effort of will toward purifica- 
tion and unity with that ‘Self god,” 
one of the lower rays breaks and the 
spiritual entity of man is drawn higher 
and ever higher to the ray that super- 
sedes the first, until, from ray to ray, 
the inner man is drawn into the one 
and highest beam of the Parent-Sun. — 
Secret Doctrine T., p. 639. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 
1897—A Year of Promise. 
* 


“ WISE IS HE who holds to the golden 
mid-point, who believes in the eternal 
justice of things.” 

* 


TueEosopny is the dark horse in the 
Human Race. ‘There are quite a few 
whoare able to spot a winner, however. 

* 

Ir is to be observed that St. 
Nicholas, Senior, is not above repudiat- 
ing himself when expediency demands. 

* 

CoL. GrorGE M. Corrin, of Wash- 
ington, D.C., lectured at the Court 
House in Sioux City, Iowa, to an 
audience of 300 on 15th Dec. 

* 

Books on theosophical subjects may 
be procured from THE Lamp office, or 
through Mr. W. H. Evans, bookseller, 
35734 Yonge Street, Toronto. 

* 


Mr. AND Mrs. Harris extend a 
cordial invitation to all enquirers for the 
theosophical study class at 76 Saulter 
Street on Tuesday evenings at 8 o’clock. 

* 


WE DESIRE to recommend Paul 
Deussen’s ‘‘ Elements of Metaphysics ” 
to theosophical students who wish to 
read up on the subject. There is no 
better book for the purpose. 


Parcets of dack numbers of THE 
Lamr, assorted copies, will be sent to 
Branches for free distribution at the 
rate, to cover postage, of 15 cents for 50. 
The quantity on hand is about 2,000. 

* 


THE Beaver T. S. keeps its hall in 
The Forum, Yonge and Gerrard Sts., 
open daily as a reading room for visitors 
between the hours of 1.30 and 5. The 
library contains the leading theosophical 
books and magazines. 

* 


VoL. 1. oF THE Lamp is entirely out 
of print and cannot be supplied. A 
few copies of Vol. II. have been bound 
and will be sold at Pego each, post 
free. Back numbers of the second 
volume cost five cents each. 

* 


SEVERAL CORRESPONDENTS have 
written under the impression that 
‘“ Aretas” was the editor of THE Lamp. 
We wish he was. “ Aretas” is one of 
the oldest workers in the theosophical 
movement, and is attached to the New 
York Headquarters. 

* 


WHEN the theosophic lecturer rose 
to explain the symbology of Apollo's 
heptachord and the harpers harping on 
their harps, and declared all men to be 
seven-stringed lyres, the man in the 
back seat enquired if he meant to say 
it in his haste, like David. 

* 


PITTSBURGH BRANCH has started a 
Lotus Circle which will meet on Sun- 
days at 3 p.m. A class of ten for the 
study of “The Key” has also been 
started, under the leadership of Mr. M. 
A. Oppermann. This class will be one 
ot the most helpful features of the 
Branch. 

* 

THE GROWTH of the Theosophical 
Society is best illustrated in the progress 
of the various Branches. A general 
exodus into larger quarters is everywhere 
observable. uring the past month 
Toledo and Fort Wayne have entered 
into new and more spacious rooms, 
and many other Societies are making 
arrangements to do so. 
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Can some of our Canadian theosophic 

hilatelists make up a complete set of 

anadian postage stamps for the Lon- 
don collection? Mr. Adams makes the 
request, and THE Lamp will be glad to 
assist. With those rare old colonials in 
view we fear a complete set is hardly to 
be expected ; however, let us try. Can- 
celled specimens are of course accept- 
able. 

* 
THE circuit of the Crusade ap- 

proncnes completion. Even now with 

omeward prow ploughing the Pacific 
waves the steamer bears the little part 
dawnwards. On their arrival in Cali- 
fornia next month the site of the School 
for the Revival of the Lost Mysteries of 
Antiquity will probably be dedicated. 
It is understood that the building will 
be of Greek design. 


THE following copies of Zhe Irish 
Theosophist are urgenti wanted. Any 
one having them for sale please com- 
municate with THE Lamp, stating price. 
No. 1, Vol. 1, October, 1892 (three 
copies wanted); Vol. 3, No. 1 (two 
copies wanted); Vol. 3, No. 5; Vol. 
4, No. 1 (two copies wanted); Vol. 4, 
Nos 2, 6, 8,9, 10, 11 and 12. We also 
want Zhe Path, June, 1886. 

* 


By INVITATION of the Socialist La- 
bour Party, Mr. Smythe addressed a 
large and most intelligent audience in 
Alice Street Hall, on Sunday afternoon, 
3rd inst., on the subject of “ Selfishness 
and what it has done for us.” The 
selfishness of having and getting was 
contrasted with the Selfishness of being. 
The regeneration of society was shown 
to depend on the regeneration of the 
individual. 

* 

ON THE 2oth inst. Mr. Smythe will 
leave Toronto on a tour among the 
Branches in New York and Pennsyl- 
vania. Among the places likely to be 
visited are Buffalo, Warsaw, Rochester, 
Syracuse, Rome, Utica, Corinth, Yon- 
kers, New York and Brooklyn, Newark, 
Hackensack, California, Pittsburgh, 
Wilkinsburg, Warren, Corry, and 
Jamestown, returning to Toronto on the 
13th February. 


Mrs. CaMILLE W. SEWARD is work- 
ing up a centre in St. Joseph, Mo. 
Theosophists who have friends there 
would do well to write to them and 
suggest their taking an interest@in the 
movement. This idea can and ought 
to be put in pe redaitt in other places. 
A copy of “Elementary Theosophy” 
or a similar tract enclosed will awaken 
interest among many who have never 
yet been brought face to face with 
theosophy. 


In HAMILTON on Wednesday even- 
ing, 6th inst., Mr. Smythe lectured in 
Green’s Hall on “The Common 
Sense of Theosophy.” The attendance 
was very good, an increase over the 
last occasion. Many questions were 
asked at the close, especially by one 
gentleman, who feared that occultism 
was simply priestcraft in a new dress. 
After the meeting some fifteen members 
of the study class and other friends 
remained for an hour for further dis- 
cussion and serge ae Mr. Gatenby 
is president, and Miss Waugh secretary, 
for this centre. 


THE Lamp is only sent to paid sub- 
scribers, so that persons who receive it 
ris ae and who have not themselves 
subscribed, have been paid for by some 
friend. THE Lamp need not be refused 
through fear of the U. S. newspaper 
subscription law. We drop subscribers’ 
names from our list immediately on 
expiry of subscription. If you wish to 
receive THE Lamp regularly renew your 
subscription at once. Subscriptions are 
reckoned from the first number issued 
after receipt of order ; if you want any 
back numbers, and very few remain, 
they will cost five cents each. We can- 
not include back numbers in yearly 
subscriptions. Remittances should be 
made in postage stamps (U. S. or Cana- 
dian) for sums under one dollar. Bills 
or postal orders are preferred for larger 
amounts. There is no sense in paying 
for a postal order for 25 cents. 

* 

THE MULTIPLICITY of theosophic 
magazines in the present day has many 
times been faced upon our attention. 
THE Lamp, which was designed origin- 
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ally for local propaganda work, and has 
chiefly sought to fulfil that purpose, has 
acquired a circulation which is not large 
enough to sustain itself, and too large 
to be done justice to by the divided 
attention which can be given it by the 
present editor. Itis probable, therefore, 
that on the completion of its 33rd 
number THE Lamp will hand its sub- 
scription list to one of its able contem- 
poraries so as to complete its own 
obligations, and “leave more room for 
others.” Last month’s issue was greatly 
delayed by the editor’s absence, and the 
next issue will not likely be out before 
the first of March. Correspondents are 
requested to exercise forbearance if 
their replies are not as prompt as they 
may wish. Our “Notes on the Maga- 
zines” have had to be abandoned 
recently for reasons indicated above. 


Jt 
SOMA, THE SACRAMENTAL CUP. 


Soma is the moon astronomically ; but 
in mystic phraseology, it is also the name 
of the sacred beverage drunk by the 
Brahmins and the Initiates during their 
mysteries and sacrificial rites. The 
“Soma” plant is the asclepias acida, 
which yields a juice from which that 
mystic beverage, the Soma drink, is 
made. Alone the descendants of the 
Rishis, the Agnihotri (the fire priests) of 
the great mysteries knew all its powers. 
But the eal icant of the frue Soma 
was (and /s) to make a new man of the 
Initiate, after he is reborn, namely once 
that he begins to live in his astra/ body 
(See “The Elixir of Life”); for, his 
spiritual nature overcoming the physical, 
he would soon snap it off and part even 
from that etherealized form. NOTE. 
The partaker of Soma finds himself 
both linked to his external body, and yet 
away from it in his spiritual form. The 
latter, freed from the former soars for 
the time being in the ethereal higher re- 
gions, becoming virtually “as one of 
the gods,” and yet preserving in his phy- 
sical brain the memory of what he sees 
and learns. Plainly speaking, Soma is 
the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge for- 
bidden by the jealous Elohim to Adam 
and Eve or Yah-ve, “lest Man should 
become as one of us.”— The Secret Doc- 


trine, TI., pp. 498-499. 


CAROLS To THE LOTUS. 
I. 


O! thou, great Brahma’s sacred flower, 
Revered from ancient days, 

We would to thee, this happy hour, 
Our Christmas carols raise. 


The glorious sign of peace untold 
We in thy presence see, 

And hail as hailed the sages old, 
The Godhead throned in thee. 


A blessed sign, the type sublime, 
Of Him who life controls, 

Thou wert from immemorial time 
The light of myriad souls, 


To thee, the wise their worsbip gave, 
Where Egypt's glories dwelt, 

To thee, by Ganges’ sacred wave, 
The priests of Buddha knelt. 


The token pure of love and hope, 
Since life's first germ began, 

Thou symbolest the erdless scope 
Of God's progressive plan. 


Outsprung from Brahma's sacred head, 
O! spirit luminous! 

Hope of the living and the dead, 
Be ever more with us. 


II 


Sing we of the Lotus bright, 
Sing we of the mystic sio $ 

Emblem pure of God and light, 
Type of all we hold divine. 


Let us turn our Christmas chant, 
While each heart its worship yields; 

Hailing thus the wondrous plant, 
Beauteous from the Solar fields. 


More than India's wealth of gold, 
More than all the gems of earth, 
We the wondrous symbol hold 
Of the re-incarnate birth. 


Thus we tune our anthem high, 
To the flower of perfect bloom; 

Gift of Brahma from the sky, 
That shall all the world illume. 


Providence, R.I. Mrs. Emma R. THURSTON. 


se 


“Ir 1s above everything important 
to keep in mind that no theosophical 
book acquires the least additional value 
from pretended authority.”—H. P. B., 
in Secret Doctrine, Introd. xix. 


“ THe ‘ King’s Chamber’ in Cheops’ 
Pyramid is thus an Egyptian ‘ Holy of 
Holies.’ On the days of the Mysteries 
of Initiation, the candidate, represent- 
ing the solar god, had to descend into 
the Sarcophagus, and represent the 
energizing ray, entering into the fecund 
womb of Nature. Emerging from it 
on the following morning, he typified 
the resurrection of life after the change 
called Death. In the great MYSTERIES 
his figurative death lasted two days 
when, with the Sun, he arose on Bee 
third morning, after a last night of the 
most cruel trials. —-S. D. JI., p. 462. 
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CYCLES AND KARMA. 


The Secret Doctrine teaches that 
every event of universal importance, 
such as geological cataclysms at the 
end of one race and the beginning of a 
new one, involving a great change each 
time in mankind, spiritual, moral and 
physical, is pre-cogitated and pre-con- 
certed, so to say, in the sidereal regions 
of our planetary system. Astrology is 
built wholly upon this mystic and inti- 
mate connection between the heavenly 
bodies and mankind ; and it is one of 
the great secrets of initiation and Occult 
mysteries.—Secret Doctrine JI., p. 500. 

There is a predestination in the geo- 
logical life of our globe, as in the his- 
tory, past and future, of races and 
nations. This is closely connected 
with what we call Xarma and Western 
Pantheists, ‘ Nemesis” and “ Cycles.” 
The law of evolution is now carrying us 
along the ascending arc of our cycle, 
when the effects will be once more 
re-merged into, and re-become the 
(now neutralized) causes, and all things 
affected by the former will have re- 
ae their original harmony. This will 

the cycle of our special ‘* Round,” 
a moment in the duration of the great 
cycle, or the Mahayuga. + But 
these cycles—wheels within wheels, so 
comprehensively and ingeniously sym- 
bolized by the various Manus and 
Rishis in India, and by the Kabiri in 
the West—do not affect all mankind at 
one and the same time. Hence, 
as we see, the difficulty of comprehend- 
ing and discriminating between them, 
with regard to their spiritual and physi- 
cal effects, without having thoroughly 
mastered their relations with, and 
actions upon the respective positions of 
nations and races, in their destiny and 
evolution. This system cannot be 
comprehended if the spiritual action of 
these periods—fre-ordained, so to say, 
by Karmic law--is separated from their 
physical course. The calculations of 
the best astrologers would fail, or at 
any rate remain imperfect, unless this 
dual action is thoroughly taken into 
consideration and dealt with upon these 
lines. And this mastery can be 
achieved only through INITIATION. 


ae In the West, since Pagan 
Wisdom has been repudiated as having 
grown from and been developed by the 
dark powers supposed to be at con- 
stant war and in opposition to the little 
tribal Jehovah — the full and awful 
significance of the Greek Nemesis (or 
Karma) has been entirely forgotten. 
Otherwise Christians would have better 
realized the profound truth that Nemesis 
is without attributes; that while the 
dreaded goddess is absolute and immu- 
table as a Principle, it is we ourselves— 
nations and individuals—who propel 
her to action and give the impulse to 
its direction. KAKMA-NEMESIS is the 
creator of nations and mortals, but once 
created, it is they who make of her 
either a fury or a rewarding Angel. 
ELA Karma - Nemesis is the 
synonym of PROVIDENCE, minus design, 
goodness, and every other finite attribute 
and qualification, so unphilosophically 
attributed to the latter. An Occultist or 
a philosopher will not speak of the 
She ie or cruelty of Providence ; 
ut, identifying it with Karma-Nemesis, 
he will teach that nevertheless it guards 
the good and watches over them in 
this, as in future lives ; and that it pun- 
ishes the evil-doer—aye, even to his 
seventh re-birth. So long, in short, as 
the effect of his having thrown into 
perturbation even the smallest atom in 
the Infinite World of Harmony, has 
not been finally re-adjusted. For the 
only decree of Karma—an eternal and 
immutable decree—is absolute Har- 
mony in the world of matter as it is 
in the World of Spirit. It is not, there- 
fore, Karma that rewards or punishes, 
but it is we, who reward or punish our- 
selves according to whether we work 
with, through and along with nature, 
abiding by the laws on which that 
Harmony depends, or—break them.— 
Secret Doctrine T., pp. 641, 642, 643. 


3t 
WHAT IS THE “ DAILY INITIATION?” 


It is supposed by some that initiation 
is always and in every case a set and 
solemn occasion for which the candidate 
is prepared and notified of in advance. 
While there are some initiations sur- 
rounded by such solemnities as these, 
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the daily one, without success in which 
no aspirant will ever have the chance to 
try for those that are higher, comes to 
the disciple with almost each moment. 
It is met in our relations with our fel- 
lows, and in the effects upon us of all 
the circumstances of life. And if we 
fail in these, we never get to the point 
where greater ones are offered. If we 
cannot bear momentary defeat, or if a 
chance word that strikes our self love 
finds us unprepared, or if we give way 
to the desire to harshly judge others, or 
if we remain in ignorance of some of 
our most apparent faults, we do not 
build up that knowledge and strength 
imperatively demanded from whoever is 
to be master of nature. 

It is in the life of every one to havea 
moment of choice, but that moment is 
not set for any patente day. Itis the 
sum total of all days; and it may be 
put off until the day of death, and then 
it is beyond our power, for the choice 
has then been fixed by all the acts and 
thoughts of the life-time. We are self- 
doomed at that hour to just the sort of 
life, body, environment, and tendencies 
which will best carry out our karma. 
This is a thing solemn enough, and one 
that makes the “ daily initiation” of the 
very greatest importance to each earnest 
student. But all of this has been said 
before, and it is a pity that students per- 
sist in ignoring the good advice they 
receive. 

Do you think that ifa Master accepted 
you He would put you to some strange 
test? No, He would not, but simply 
permitting the small events of your life 
to have their course, the result would 
determine your standing. Zf may bea 
child’s school, but tt takes a man to go 
through it.—Hadji Erinn in The Path, 
September, 1880. 


Ca 


WTH right knowledge, or at any rate 
with a confident conviction that our 
neighbours will no more work to hurt 
us than we would think of harmin 
__them, the two-thirds of the World’s evi 
would vanish into thin air. Were no 
man to hurt his brother, Karma- 
Nemesis would have neither cause to 
work for, nor weapons to act through. — 
Secret Doctrine I, p. 643. 


GLIMPSES. 


“Let not the work languish, for the 
time ts short. The evil hour draws on 
apace. No mancan foresee the end, for 
the stars themselves shall waver and 
fail, and the terror of a great darkness 
shall descend upon the earth. The day 
shall give place to night, and the dawn 
Shall not come again until thirty days of 
anguish and horror shall have dragged 
their slow length along. 

“ Take heed therefore that thou fail- 
est not, for upon thee devolves the safety 
of many of our brothers, and to thee 
will they look for guidance, for to thee 
will be given the charts and directions 
that shall show thee how an escape 
from these perilous times may be had. 
Live faithfully and nobly till then, and 
follow the Star whose ray thou art.” — 


Manustoe. 
: * 


THERE IS NO REASON for any dila- 
toriness in representing the actual con- 
ditions that confront humanity; for the 
terrible and momentous events that are 
presignified by the unrest of mankind 
are already manifesting themselves in 
the wavering conditions of the body 
politic, and in a certain obscure and 
unknown perturbation that is now vex- 
ing the motions of certain planetary 
bodies, and that will burst upon the 
consciousness of the people like a 
thunder-clap before the sun is warmed 
again by his reception into the sign of 
himself. 

The day and date are in the hands 
of fate, and shall remain until the day 
to tell them has arrived. There is no 
peace, no rescue, no salvation for the 
race until the change of conditions has 
prepared the masses for it, and brought 
in upon them a realizing sense of the 
necessity for a renovation of themselves 
and the purification of their inner 
natures. 

This shall come by fire, sword and 
disease. Nature abhors a vacuum and 
so does the shell of man; and there 
must come a time when the inrush of 
forces, to fillthe void in humanity, shall 
be so terrific that the vessels cannot 
contain them and must in part be shat- 
tered, and be received only where the 
place of rest has been carefully prepared. 
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Those who do the bidding of the 
wise ones shall not be forsaken in the 
hour of trouble, for their destiny is that 
of the elements and must perforce 
follow the lines of least resistance; and 
since the elements work in and through 
nature, so do the careful ones who have 
learned to pay that obeisance to her 
that she demands and that leaves a 
freedom of action to be obtained in the 
greater harmony that: is the oversoul of 
nature’s undertone. 

Nothingis wasted inthelast endeavour. 
The note of the downsinging is the re- 
sponse to the upsinging, and the aspira- 
tion for good is the force that develops 
the one and absolves the other. 

The unseen spheres of the higher 
planes of force and thought are filled 
with the reverberations of the events of 
all past cycles, and when the currents 
that have been bending inwards from 
the experiences of long past ages have 
come to the junction of the old event 
and its new antitype, then the old rings 
the knell of the death of the present, 
and reflects in a flash of reminiscence 
the whole circle of events, and thus 
concentrates in a catastrophe the forces 
that have ever been operating; thus 
leaving the field clear for a new cycle 
and a further growth appropriate to the 
accumulated experience that has thus 
fruited and been transformed. 


THE CONSUMMATION OF ENDEAVOUR 
is the growing out of the old principles 
of internal effort into a realization of 
the unity of the last word of the great 
master, who said, ‘‘There is but one 
world, all others are shadows.” That 
world is the unseen spiritual region of 
eternal life and thought; the constantl 
manifesting, yet never manifested, 
prototype of all that has been, is, or 
is to be; the source of all illusions, the 
receptacle of all finite forms, and the 
regenerator of all the cosmic processes 
that disclose a new age and shut the 
door on the advance of a worn out im- 
pulse; burying in itself its own illusions 
and creating new forms that lie hidden 
in its processes of advancement in the 
realization of itself. There is no per- 
manency except in the thought “I am;” 
and that thought creates worlds that 


eventually realize the same idea and 
find therein their death and birth into 
the fulness of the eternal truth. 

The cosmic and material is only a 
step toward the light that its impulse is 


* intended to disclose, and the force of 


its manifestation is the negative pole of 
the self existent thought that reaches 
out into space and calls dead matter to 
life and union with the constantly grow- 
ing fullness of a universal conception. 
Space is non-existent and its illusion is 
to be conquered by the penetration of 
the infinite idea into its remotest bounds 
as a fact of experience, that, once 
obtained, discovers the centre of con- 
sciousness as being everywhere, and 
makes matter the mark only of a 
ri‘ which resides eternally in itself. 
All finite processes are endeavours to 
obtain the infinite idea, and the suc- 
cesses and failures are distinguished by 
that universal canon of proportion 
called conscience, as good and bad, 
though the distinction is never so abso- 
lute as to disclose the hidden reason that 
calls both into manifestation and re- 
duces all efforts to a conflict of qualities. 
This hidden reason, or cause, is the 
dual nature of the primitive will which 
contains the two elements of force, 
positive and negative, in its innate 
thought, and out of the interaction of 
this dual manifests that variety of itself 
that is the perfect expression of the 
fullness of its all embracing infinity. 


THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS Of all nations 
furnish an instructive lesson of the 
parallel that exists between the forces 
that make the dual nature of the spirit- 
ual and material evolutions manifest; 
for the spiritual is the first to reach the 
consciousness that the native afterwards 
discloses in the necessary conflicts that 
matter always displays in its co-ordina- 
tion with the impulses that lie in the 
manifestation of its experience, and 
which result in a Cestruction of the in- 
struments it uses. When a feeling of 
unrest and apprehension has maintained 
itself for a certain length of time, 
usually measured in a minor solar cycle 
of 18 years, the conflict itself appears 
and the reconstruction process again 
begins; but when the earth lends its 
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strength to accentuate this same unrest 
then we have the accumulated force 
of many cycles to fortify the fear, and 
this brings on a general regeneration 
that sweeps away all barriers to the in- 
flux of the destiny of the planet and 
brings the new age that comes at the 
close of a great sidereal year. The in- 
roads of science on the forces of nature 
are the partial opening of the doors of 
fate, and these powers when once rè- 
leased are like the Djins of the Arabian 
fable, that swell and grow to monstrous 
proportions and complete the union of 
the physical in matter and the mental 
in man, and thus synchronize the im- 
pulses of both planes, bringing into each 
consciousness the dire necessity that 
demands a union regardless of the 
crude material bodies that would check 
the result. Know now the day has 
come to visualize the divine demand 
and the tottering earth and foolish man 
must both seek release through terrible 
struggle, and be united’ in a general 
tumult that will make for higher des- 
tinies and be a complete renunciation 
of all the false concepts that have led to 
such a sad catastrophe. 

This is the last opportunity for the 
old state to change within itself, and 
from the new era there comes the 
promise of the final end of all the 
ancient tendencies and a permanent 
spiritual regeneration. Those who read 
may learn. It is the law. 


{The foregoing notes by a student are contri- 
buted anonymously, but their suggestiveness in 
regard to the question of cycles, and their possi- 
ble bearing on the impending juncture, seemed 
to warrant their presentation to our readers — 


ED] 
J 


THE voice of the Secret Wisdom says 
those who are looking for signs can 
have no other than that of the returning 
fish-man, Ichthys, Oannes or Jonas— 
who could not made flesh. — Secret 
Doctrine T., p. 654. 


THINGS are not true because they 
are old, but old because they are true. 
Immortality belongs to Truth and not 
to error. A thing is not true because 
God hath said it, or is supposed to have 
said it; God said it decause it is true: 
and the whole manifestation of Nature 
is thus the UTTERED WORD OF DIVINITY. 
—Mystic Masonry, p. 211. 


THE BEAVER THEOSOPHICAL 
SOCIETY, 


The Forum, Yonge and Gerrard Sts., 
ENTRANCE ON GERRARD STREET, 


The local branch of the Theosophical 
Society in America, will hold the follow- 
ing meetings during 

THE MONTH TO COME. 


Wednesday, Jan. 20, 8 p.m., ‘The 
Ocean of Theosophy,” pp. 40-44. 

Friday, Jan. 22, 3 pa, ‘Theosophy 
in Daily Life.” Mr. Port. 

Sunday, Jan, 24, 11 a.m., Scripture 
Class. 

Sunday, Jan. 24, 7 p.m., “Theosophy 
in Ancient America.” Mr. Beckett. 


Wednesday, Jan. 27, 8 p.m., “ Ocean,” 


pp. 45-48. i 
Fri ay, Jan. 29, 8 p. m., “ Symbolism 
of the Alphabet.” Mr. F. J. Brown. 
Sunday, Jan. 31, 11 a.m. Scripture 
Class. 
Sunday, Jan. 31, 7 pe “ Reincarna- 
tion.” Mr. F. J. Brown. 


Wednesday, Feb. 3, 8 p.m., “Ocean,” 


pp. 48-51. 

Fiday, Feb. 5, 8 p.m., “Karma.” Mr. 
E. Harris. 

Sunday, Feb. 7, 11 a.m. 
Class. 

Sunday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m., “ The Revival 
of the Lost Mysteries in America.” 
Mr. Beckett. 


Wednesday, Feb. 10,8 p.m., “ Ocean,” 
pp. 5256 

Friday, Feb. 12, 8 p.m., “ Memory.” 
Mr. Armstrong. 

Sunday, Feb. 14, 11 a.m., Scripture 
Class. 

Sunday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m., “What Theoso- 
phy Means to Civilization.” Mr. 

mythe. 


Wednesday, Feb. 17, 8 p.m., “ Ocean,” 


Scripture 


pp. 56-59. 

Friday, Feb. 19, 8 p.m., ‘‘ Theosophy 
in Modern Literature.” Mr. H. A. 
Brown. 


Note.—On Friday evening at 
o'clock a class for the study of “ The 
Secret Doctrine,” is held. A class in 
elementary theosophy is held at 76 
Saulter St., Tuesday evenings at 8. 
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The Sermon on the Mount. 
THE COMING OF THE CHRISTOS, &c. 


A new and literal rendering of several import- 
ant New Testament passages, with copious notes, 
by ARETAS. the whole forming a valuable com 

endium of the Spiritual Mysteries as taught by 

esus. 33 pages, with cover, Bibelot size, 10 
cents. $1 per dozen. 


Tue Lamp, 157 Bay Street, TORONTO. 


“ISIS” 


HE Theosophical ab aroay in Europe (Eng- 
land), has arranged to issue a new maga- 
zine devoted to the Occult; price fifteen 

cepts monthly. THE Lam: has accepted the Can- 
adian agency for this important publication. 

THE Lamp will book subscribers at $1.50 per 
year, and for this amount will include one year's 
subscription to THE Lamp. Sample copies will be 
sent on receipt of 15 cents in stamps. 


dress, 
THE LAMP, 
157 Bay Street, TORONTO, ONT. 


NEW SONG, MUSIC. 
ae i 
Love Lane. — Aaa ngan nengo D 
Eva — he aito or Bass, 
La Belle Marje. — Ae pr sie 
or Mezzo Voice. 


Words by ALRERT E. 8. SMYTHE. 
Music by ELLA MAY SMITH. 


‘These are charmingly melodious compositions 
with artistic and veer, accompaniments. 
Price 40 cents each.» For sale by the SMITH 
PUBLISHING Co., 96 East Woodruff Avenue, 
Columbas, Ohio. 


TERRITORIAL HEADQUARTERS 


Theosophical Society in America, 
144 Madison Avenue, New York. 
Pacific Coast Committee, T. S. A., 
Room 11, Flood Building, Market St. 
San Francisco, California. 
New England States Committee, T.S.A. 
24 Mount Vernon Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
Central States Committee, T. S. A. 
Room 9g, 153 Washington Street East, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
Southern Calit. Sub-Committee, T.S.A., 
525 West es Street, 
Los Angeles, California. 
Six Nations Territorial Committee, 
500 Lafayette Avenue, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


Books for Sale by The Lamp. 


The Music of Speech 


With charts and diagrams, by FRANSIS JOSEF 
Broun, President of the Delsarte Coilege of 
Oratory, Toronto, Large quarto volume, 81. 

This valuable work will enable any one to ac- 
quire, by the methods of cultivation described, a 
deep, rich and melodious voice. 

Sir Henry Irving speaks of it as “a very in- 
teresting work.” 

Dr. Franklin Sargent, President of the Ameri- 
can Academy of Dramatic Arts, says it is “ecien- 
tific and clear in exposition.” 

Prof. J. T. McAvoy, Indianapolis School of 
Oratory, declares it “worthy of most critical 
study.” 

Prof. J. W. Churchill says: “It will procure 
most excellent results in perfecting the instru- 
ment of expression.” 


Iesat Nassar. 


The story of the Life of Jesus THE NAZARENE 
from Christian, Jewish and other Records, 
Legends, etc. By the Mamreovs. Large 12 mo, 
cloth, 713 pages. Price $2, 

This book is the result of over fifty years re- 
searches by the Mamreov family, begun by the 
father of the authors in 1840 under a firman or 
charter granted by the Sultan of Turkey. It has 
met with a most enthusiastic reception wherever 
it has been read, and no book since “Ben Hur” 
has so vividly depicted the life of Palestine and 
the East. 


Poems Grave and Gay. 


Lyrics, Sonnets, The Peanut Ballads, etc. 
By ALBERT E. 8. SMYTHE. Cloth, 184 pages, $1 


“Unusually smooth and musical.”"—Buffalo 
Express. 

“Light, easy and graceful."—London Graphic. 

“Finely artistic,"—New York Independent. 


“Sonnets, some of which are of exceptional 
strength.”"—Chicago Dial. 


“ Characterized by an airy, elastic humour."— 
Toronto Saturday Night. 


“Rare insight, high thought, pure taste.”— 
Dominion Illustrated, 


” Any of the above post free on receipt of price 
F 


THE LAMP, 


157 Bay Street, Toronto, Ontario. 
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The Theosophical Society is not a secret or 
politie organization. It was founded in New 

ork in 1875. Its principle aim and object is 
the formation of a nucleus of Universal Brother- 
hood, without any distinctions whatever Its 
subsidiary objects are the study of ancient and 
modern religions, philosophies, and sciences 
and the demonstration of the importance of 
such study; and the investigation of the unex- 

lained laws of natureand the psychical powers 
atent in man. 


TA 


Every member has the right to believe or 
disbelieve in any religious system or philo- 
sophy, and to declare such belief or disbelief 
without affecting his aranci as a member of 
the Soclèty, each being required to show that 
tolerance for the opinions of others which he 
expects for his own. 


The following proclamation has been adopted 
by the Society: 


"The Theosophical Society in America, by 
its Delegates and Members in Convention 
assembled, does hereby proclaim fraternal good 
will and kindly feeling towards all students 
of Theosophy and members of Theosophical 
Societies, wherever and however situated. 

“It further proclaims and avers its hearty 
sympathy and association with such persons 
and organizations in all Theosophical matters, 
except those of Government and Administra- 
tion, and invites their correspondence and 
co-operation, 

“To all men and women of whatever Caste, 
Creed, Race or Religious Belief, whose inten- 
tions aim at the fostering of peace, gentleness 
and unselfish regard one for another, and the 
acquisition of such knowledge of Man and 
Nature as shall tend to the elevation and 
advancement of the Human Race, it sends 
most friendly greeting and freely proffers its 
services. 

“It joins hands with all Religions and Re- 
ligious Bodies whose effort is directed to the 

urification of men’s thoughts and the better- 
ng of their ways, and avows its harmony 
therewith. 

“To all Scientific Societies and individual 
searchers after Wisdom, upon whatever plane 
and by whatever righteous means pursued, 
it is and will be grateful for such discovery 
and unfoldment of Truth as shall serve to 
announce and confirm A Scientific Basis for 
Ethics. 

“And, lastly, it invites to its membership all 
those who, seeking a higher life hereafter, 
would learn to know the Path to tread in this.” 


The Beaver Theosophical Society, the local 
Toronto Branch, holds public meetings, as 
announced in another column. 


Further information may be obtained on 
application to the President, ‘Theosophical 
Society in America, 144 Madison Avenue, New 
York City. Branches of the Society are to be 
found in the leading cities on the continent. 


The T. S. in Europe (England), has head- 

uarters at 77 Great Portland Street, London, W. 
The T. S. in Europe iIreland', has headquar- 
ters at 3 Upper Ely Place, Dublin, 


LIST OF BOOKS 


Recommended to Students of Theosophy. 


INTRODUCTORY. 


Echoes from the Orient. W.Q. Judge...... $o.50 
Modern ‘Theosophy. Claude F. right, paper .5o 
What is Theosophy? Walter R. Old, boards. .35 
TheSeven Principlesof Man. Annie Besant .35 


Reincarnation. Annie Besant .... = 38 
Death—and After. Annie Besant. -35 
A COURSE FOR STUDY. 

Ocean of Theosophy. W. Q. Judge, paper... .50 
Occult World. E. È. Sinne no eae sessin SSO. 
Key to Theosophy. H. P. Blavatsky. 1.50 


Esoteric Buddhism. A. P. Sinnett, paper +50 
Magic White and Black. Dr. F. Hartmann, 

PAPET ee ceserscvecse cesnnerccsae saree cceecensaeneneees 50 
Nature’s Finer Forces. Rama Prasad....... 1.50 
Reincarnation. Dr. J. A. Anderson, pape? -50 
Esoteric Basis of Christianity. W. Kings- 

TaN aparis ompr /ror.gooesa -z spiatónsuenntisoesisoni 1.25 
Idyll of the White Lotus. M. C., paper...... .50 
Septenary Man. Dr. JA Anderson, paper .s50 
Studies in Occultism. H. 


FOR MORE ADVANCED STUDENTS. 


Five Years of Theosophy. Selected Articles 3.25 
Isis Unveiled. H. P. Blavatsky, 2 vols....... 7.50 
The Secret Doctrine. H. P. Blavatsk: 

B VOUS) reseesersess see 


-12.50 


FOR CONTEMPLATIVE AND DE- 
VOTIONAL STUDY. 


Light of Asia. Sir Edwin Arnold.......... Various 
Light onthe Path. M. C... .esssssiisessssoeseee c40 
Bhagavad Gita, The Lord's Song. (Judge)... .75 
Letters that have Helped Me. Jasper 


T T ETA E OOA T = ego 
Through the Gates of Gold. M.C.. oe +50 
Voice of the Silence. ‘Trans. by H. P. 

Blavatsk 


DAD DEEE oes ie 25 
PAMPHLETS. 
Wilkesbarre Letters on Theosophy............ «10 


Indianapolis Letters on Theosophy. 
Devachan; the Heaven World .. 
Culture of Concentration..... 
Theosophy Simply Put ee 
Things Common to Christianity and The- 

OGODE E E E E T S E. 
The Sermon on the Mount, etC ...s.ssssssse 10 


For Sale by 
THE LAMP, 157 BAY STREET, TORONTO, ONT. 


or 


THE THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING CO., 
144 MADISON AVE. NEW YORK. 


